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Nostalgia — from an old stamp album
By Michael Dodd

Do you remember your first stamp album? | will be honest and say | do not, but having this
album (Fig 1) beside me sort of brings back memories. Not that my first aloum would be
dated as old as this one. | suspect this is from the 1930s or around then. It was given to me
by a friend on the condition | shared the profits on anything | sold from the album. So far |

think he has about 10 pence owing to him.

Fig 1 - Front Cover

Edwin Healey & Co was a stamp dealer who started his business in around 1892, the
current web site says 1885 but | have also read 1892.
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At the front of the Album is an a Introduction page (Fig2) |do like the “Cheap Edition”
notation.

Cheap Edition.

e ERLESS S

Postage Stamp Album

CONTAINING SPACES FOR NEARLY 4000 STAMPS,
Including the most recent Stamp-issuing Countries,

Compiled by E. HEALEY.

This Album can be obtained from all Booksellers, Stationers, and Stamp Dealers in the United Kingdom ;
or direct from the Publishers,

EDWIN HEALEY & CO, 14 WORMWOOD STREET,
OLD BROAD STREET, LONDON, EC.

Fig 2 - Introduction Page

There is then an Index listing by Europe, Asia, Africa, America, and Australasia. Of course no
modern country names, obviously missing all the countries which have achieved Independ-
ence from the Commonwealth over the past 70 years.

| think it makes for interesting reading.

At the back of the album is the Advertising (Fig 3) which states established over 30 Years, so
this gives me the idea it is from the 1930s.
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Epwin HeaLey & Coss
L Price LisT

itish Al e
B““l;rilai:h Colonial STAMPS

EpwiIN HEALEY & Co,

Stamp Merchants and Stamp Album Publishers,
14, Wormwood Street, Old Broad Street, LONDON, E.C.

Five Minutes from Bank of England. One Minute from Liverpool and Broad Street Stations,
Established over 30 Years

National Telephone: 9358, LONDON WALL. Telograms : ‘*STAMPVOL, LONDON."

Fig 3 - Advertising the Company

FREE Subscription only

Then there a some pages of stamps for sale, “cheap sets” as per Fig 4 and Fig 4.2. Look care-
fully and you will see you could have picked up a penny black and a twopenny blue for 4
shillings the pair when this album was first sold, that is around 20 pence in todays currency.

CHEAP SETS OF —
British and British Colonial Stamps

Fig 4 - Price List

British and Britis!

8 4
* Means used. *t Used and
Price. |
No. No.in Set. s d.
1. Creat Britain, 1840, 1d black and 2d blue,
imperf., no lines, ... ol 2 4 ©
2. N 1841, 1d red brown and 2
blue, imperf., 2 03
V. . 1854-7, 1d red-brown and 2d
blue, wmk. small Crown,
pexfixb; . o 2 Fit

Fig 4.2 - Price List Penny Black & Twopenny




THE PHILATELIC REGISTER

Page 15

There are also some interesting for sale advertisements on the following pages. Including
this (Fig 5 and Fig 5.2) “STAMPS BOUGHT FOR CASH TO ANY AMOUNT Edwin Healey are
open to buy for cash to any amount Collections of Stamps, Loose Stamps, Collector’s Dupli-
cates, Unused old Colonials specially wanted and for good things really handsome prices

will be offered.”
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Fig 5 - Advertising examples

TAMPS BOUGHT FOR CASH TO ANY
AMOUNT.

Eowix Heaey & Co. are open to buy for cash to any

amount Collections of Stamps, Loose Stamps, Col-
lectors’ Duplicates, Unused Old Colonials specially
wanted, and for good things really handsome Prices
will be offered. All offers are made for immediate
settlement.  Customers sending us selections to choose
from should please mount the Stamps on sheets and
quote lowest prices they will accept, and those not
purchased will be returned same day with remittance.
In the case of selections being sent, and the prices
too high, the same will be returned with our offers
affixed. We register all valuable packages, and should
advise collectors doing the same.

Fig 5.2 - Advertising examples
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Today the company is named Healey & Wise and they are based in Tunbridge Wells just
outside London. They specialise in Olympics, Sports and Scouts and hold postal auctions
four times a year.

There are a few hundred stamps stuck down or some on hinges and generally the condition,
let’s be kind, and call it “mixed”.

It was well used by its owner and the variety of countries that were collected makes inter-
esting reading and study. Here are a few for just out of interest.

| noticed a few stamps from Indo China, not the sort of thing one sees every day, including a
copy of SG 58 from the 1907 definitive issue (Fig 6), and one from Mong-Tseu (Fig 7), a
copy of the 1908 native woman issue, SG 36 with the surcharge in Chinese and the inscrip-
tion MONGTSEU. This was an Indo Chinese Post office in YUNNAN Province in China in the
early 1900s.

Fig 6 - Indo China Fig 7 - Mong-Tseu
5G 58 SG 36

Also | noticed a copy of SG 195A showing Franz Joseph on
Horseback (Fig 8); one of the setissued in 1908 to com-

3§ RISERLICHE memorate the 60" anniversary of the Emperor’s accession.
. Not a valuable stamp and in rather poor condition but an in-
teresting cancel. Quite a few from Egypt including these two
(Fig 9) which | cannot correctly identify by SG but they are
from the 1911 issue | believe.
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Fig 8 - Austria
SG 195A

Fig 9 - Egypt circa 1911
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And one final stamp, just because it is a lovely image, pity about the short perfs though; this
is SG 304 showing the liner Umbria from the 1899 issue (Fig10).

e “
&P CENTAYOS | |

W P .

Fig 10 - Cuba
SG 304

As | say none of any value and as you can see “mixed condition”, even the 1899 Cuba, issued
120 years ago is only catalogued at 15 pence | think.

There may not always be money in old stamps or old stamp albums, but there will always be
lots of pleasure. from browsing and reading the albums and about the stamps.



