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JOHN D HARRIS of BIRMINGHAM

George Whitehurst and John D Harris, stamp dealers in Birmingham and Smethwick, Eng-
land, produced forged first-day cancellations on Coronation Day covers purporting to origi-
nate on May 12, 1937. The following territories in particular are concerned.

Tulagi, British Solomon Islands

Gilbert and Ellice Islands

Ascension Island

St Helena

Belize, British Honduras

Roseau, Dominica

Accra, Gold Coast

Blantyre, Nyasaland Protectorate and

Broken Hill, Northern Rhodesia.

Whitehurst applied the forged cancellations, using dies prepared for him in Leeds, to stamps
and covers supplied by Harris. Harris also supplied genuine covers to Whitehurst from which
the forged markings were copied.

Robson Lowe exposed the scheme and the forgers in a series of articles in the Philatelist in
1937-38. At the subsequent trial, both Whitehurst and Harris were found guilty and sen-
tenced to terms of imprisonment of eighteen months and nine

months, respectively. Evidence was given by the police that 3,283 forged first-day covers of
the Gold Coast, Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Northern Rhodesia and British Solomon Islands
had been sold for £2,119. A conservative estimate of the actual cash received for all the for-
geries was £10,000 to £12,000.
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ALAN WILSON of LUTON

In June 1994, a leading GB dealer, Alan Wilson, walked into Luton Police Station and ad-
mitted perpetrating the biggest philatelic fraud in modern times. By making subtle altera-
tions to gum and phosphor, he had made over £100,000 by offering his creations among
regular specialist material. The court case that resulted was virtually unique as Wilson pre-
pared his own prosecution providing the police with evidence and witnesses. He had also
compensated all of his victims who could be traced. Wilson pleaded guilty to four specimen
charges and asked for a further 86 offences to be taken into consideration. He was sen-
tenced to 18 months imprisonment suspended for two year and fined £30,000.
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