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1966 Christmas and Hasting issues gold head errors & varieties

Image 1 Image 2 Image 3 Image 4

Shifts of gold on the Christmas issue are common. Knowledge of the process in which the gold is applied
to the stamp are useful to the collector as it may provide some basis on how much significance should be
attached apparent “shifts” and ultimately how much an individual item may be worth from the both the
collectability aspect and the value (price) attached to it.

The method used was new. A polyester film in the form of a ribbon had a mixture of aluminium, coloured
lacquer and an adhesive applied to one side. A heated die was then used and passed through the upper
surface of the ribbon to emboss the stamp. The gold (head) was applied to one column of ten stamps at a
time.

Image 5

Images 1 to 4 above demonstrate the extreme variation in positioning of the embossed gold head. Image
5 above illustrates variation in the position of the gold head when passing from left to right along sheet.
However it can be seen that the position of the head on stamps within the same column is consistent and
in keeping with the method of application described.

Some may argue (the author included) that images 1 and 2 show a variation in position that may be ex-
pected and deemed to be “normal” taking account the method of production. Whereas it may reasonably
be argued that images 3 and 4 show positioning that is outside the boundaries of what may be deemed
“normal” and justifiably be designated error status and command a premium regards value.
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Another attractive and relatively common error involving the gold on this issue is that of the partially
missing gold. This results in a clear silhouette impression of Queen's head overlaying the main gold im-
print.

It can be appreciated with knowledge of the production process that the above errors may arise as a con-
sequence of the embossing die being applied through a part of the ribbon already used. This results in
varying proportions of either the back or the front of the head missing, the silhouette of the omitted por-
tion matching that of the printed portion.

Missing gold.

Most recognised catalogues when referring to the missing gold errors mention that it is possible to re-
move the gold and essentially fake the error. The advice given is therefore to only purchase expertly cer-
tificated examples. The same catalogues however do also mention that it is almost impossible to do this
without leaving some evidence that there has been a deception. The error occurs on both values.

There is also reference to a large shift of gold on the 3d value which was sufficient to leave the stamps in
column one of a sheet missing it, it appearing in the margin. There is also record of a missing gold error
on the 1/6 as the result of a paper fold between the printing of the stamps and the application of the
gold.
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The Battle of Hastings issue that immediately preceded the 1966 Christmas issue also had gold heads
feature on the 6d and 1/3 values. These were applied in a similar but slightly different manner. As with
the Christmas issue a thin film ribbon was employed, on which a mixture of bronze and aluminium was
applied. This was then transferred to the stamp under heat and pressure. Again there is concern that
methods exist that can remove the gold and create fake errors of omission.

It is quite widely known that there are two quite distinct shades of gold head on the 6d value. Although
mention of such is not made in Gibbon’s specialised catalogue. One shade is distinctly yellow the other a
clear bronze-gold.

A short article “On removing the gold foil from the Battle of Hastings and 1966 Christmas issues”

by B.E. Clark was published in Stamp Collecting Weekly Vol. 110 No.14. May 30th 1968 and is repro-
duced for the interest of subscribers to The Philatelic Register along with two letters on the subject in
later issues of the magazine, on the following page.
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Letter published in July 4th 1968 issue of
Stamp Collecting Weekly



